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A Journey of Resilience Ends in Triumph
A Strong Finish to the Season -

After months of dedication and teamwork, our English Debate Team once
again achieved an impressive First Runner-Up title at the 25-26 Hong Kong
Secondary Schools Debating Competition. This accomplishment reflects
not only their effort, but also their growth over time. It was a rewarding
moment for the team and a proud achievement for our school.

Proudly claiming the First Runner-up title
Learning and Growing from Experience y 8 .

The team’s journey began with a wealth of valuable insights gained over the past
academic year. Every early match served as a powerful springboard, allowing the
debaters to sharpen their strategies and unlock exciting new avenues for growth.
Channeling their experiences into a collective drive for excellence, the team
embraces every challenge as fuel for future victories. One debater shared,
“Every round was an opportunity to learn, helping us refine our rebuttals,

Holding our breath for the judge’s manage our time more effectively, and grow as a team.”
final call
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With a clearer focus, the team prepared in a
more organised way, learning to filter
information and choose strong evidence. Their
mock debates tackled complex, real-world
topics like science, ethics, and environmental
policies. Regular practice boosted their -
confidence and teamwork, helping them stay Ideas were sharpened, friendships
calm and employ deep analytical thinking under deepened and a team was forged
the intense pressure of the podium.
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This season, their hard work paid off. Facing strong opponents, the team
showed confidence and determination in every round. A key challenge came in
the semi-finals, where they had very limited preparation time. Thanks to their
training, they thought quickly, responded effectively, and turned pressure into
an advantage, securing their place in the final.

A Mindset That Made the Difference

Future Champions: Our Junior Debaters
in Action

What truly set the team apart was their mindset. They focused not only on
results, but also on improving with each debate. One member said, “l paid
attention to how other teams presented their ideas and tried to learn from
them.” This willingness to keep learning helped them grow stronger
throughout the competition.

A Proud Achievement

Winning First Runner-Up was a memorable moment for the team. More
importantly, their journey reminds us that every experience helps us
improve. With determination, teamwork, and a positive attitude, challenges
can become stepping stones to success.

Every rebuttal, every shared glance
brought them one step closer to the
P.1 final stage



The Future of Science in Our Hands: Our

Schoolmates’ Journey to iGEM Paris

By 4D Sally Yeung, 5A Vincy Chan and 5A Shehzadi Kiran
What is iGEM and Why It Matters - ;

Synthetic biology may sound like science fiction, but for a group of our
schoolmates, it became a real experience at the iGEM Grand Jamboree in Paris.
Christiana Cheng (5A05), Joanna Yan (5A25), Angel Chan (5B02), Emily Lau
(5C16), Circle Lee (5C17), and Ivy Au (5D01) represented our school on the
global stage.

iGEM, the International Genetically Engineered Machine competition, lets
students use synthetic biology to solve real-world problems, allowing them to
go beyond textbooks and explore science in action. One member was
interested in “programming” biological systems like computers, while another
simply wanted to learn and contribute, and their curiosity drove the journey.

The Road to Paris: Preparation and Teamwork

Preparing for iGEM took months of effort. The team worked on experiments,
booth design, souvenirs, and presentations, and held mock sessions for judges
and visitors. They also practised explaining their “train the trainer” project
clearly. These efforts built their confidence and teamwork, readying them to
share their ideas in Paris.

Challenges, Bonding, and Success

Paris brought both excitement and challenges, from the cold weather to
the pressure of competition. The team supported each other and grew
closer through it all. Their efforts paid off with a Gold Medal, and hearing
their achievement announced on an international stage was unforgettable.

Learning at the iGEM Expo

The iGEM Expo was also a place to learn. The team saw many creative
ways of presenting science. One teammate was impressed by a group
that used local folk art to explain their project. This showed them that
PPVIC students dream in the language of science is not .just. about research. It is also about connecting with
genes and turn bold ideas into gold people and making ideas easy to understand.

Growth, Memories, and Lasting Impact

The trip was filled with special memories, from brainstorming at the
Palace of Versailles to presenting at the exhibition and celebrating
together.

More importantly, the team grew in confidence and communication
skills, learning to present ideas clearly, work with people from
different backgrounds, and step out of their comfort zones.

Final Thoughts

This journey shows that science is about more than experiments. It is
about creativity, teamwork, and making a difference. Through
collaboration and perseverance, students learn to turn ideas into
meaningful solutions that can benefit society. Our schoolmates have
proven that with passion and effort, we can all help shape the future.

Their achievements remind us that even small innovations can lead to
big changes, and that every student has the potential to contribute to a
better world.

Science became not just a subject but a
shared adventure
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